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Book REVIEWS 


WILD FLOWERS OF NATAL (COASTAL REGION), by Janet M. Gibson, with pp. 
(180X240 mm) xi, 1—136+116 full page colour plates, and numerous pencil 
sketches. Natal Publishing Trust Fund, 1975. R15,00. 


After many years without a popular book on their native flowers, the wild flower 
enthusiasts in Natal are now faced with a choice of two books; one by Janet M. Gibson and 
the other by Barbara Jeppe. Like Jeppe’s book, this book of Gibson's is essentially one for 
popular consumption and for the student botanist. 

In this most recent book, some 810 species from the Natal coastal belt have been 
illustrated. In addition, some species (76) have been illustrated twice to show both flowers 
and fruits, or the range of variation that occurs. These species represent a good cross- 
section of both families and individuals from the region covered. The text is very simple, 
consisting of only a few lines on each species; with comments on habit, habitat, flowering 
time and other points of interest. This brief text has allowed for a most pleasing layout, as 
the text for each colour plate is on the facing page. The arrangement of species follows that 
of the recently published Flora of Natal by Ross, so much so that the page numbers where 
each description occurs in Ross is given in the text as well as the generic number. This 
means that Gibson’s and Ross’s books can be used together, which is a considerable 
advantage. 

The book is very well indexed with separate indices to common names, scientific 
names and the national list of tree numbers. 

The quality of binding, printing and reproduction of the book is excellent, making this 
book a printing masterpiece. 

All the colour illustrations have been reduced 50% from life size, which has added to 
the clarity and crispness of each sketch. The author has her own charming style of painting. 
albeit a little stiff, and writing, which makes this book rather unique when compared with 
similar, more recent books on South African plants. 


E. MOLL. 


GRASSES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, by Lucy K. A. Chippindall, with pp. 970, and 240 
full page line drawings. Salisbury: M. O. Collins (Pvt.) Ltd. Rh 48,00; R68,00; 
U.S.A. $88,00. 


The publishers describe this as ‘‘Something NEW in Scientific Publication’. The 
format certainly is new for Southern Africa, as is the option of paying for the 24 units in ten 
monthly instalments. (Rh $4,90; R7,00; U.S.A. $9,00). : 

Each grass is dealt with in a four-page unit, punched to fit into a well-made binder, 
supplied with each set of 80 units — a total of three binders in all. Their overall size is 
convenient for field-work and the punch-holes look as though they will stand up to hard 
usage. Libraries will be able to staple the units together before binding them in book form. 

The print and paper are excellent and, apart from the list of grasses issued with the first 
set, typographical errors are minimal. A complete index of latin and common names is to be 
supplied with the last set, the latter surely a prodigious undertaking. 

Those who have worked with Lucy Chippindall’s ‘‘A Guide to the Identification of 
Grasses in South Africa’’ published in The Grasses and Pastures of South Africa in 1955, 
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will not be disappointed in these far more detailed descriptions. It is obvious that Lucy 
Chippindall and her husband, A. O. Crook, have done an enormous amount of research and 
travelled widely to provide such comprehensive data. Each species is described in such a 
way as to make identification relatively easy. For each species there is a full page 
line-drawing, a map showing geographical distribution and interesting notes on economic 
value. Notes on how to recognise the species are particularly clear. Several artists are 
responsible for the clear and attractive drawings and there is a pleasing similarity of style. 
There are also useful drawings to illustrate the glossary. The schematic sketch of an 
“exploded” grass spikelet will be very helpful to those who do not know the intricacies of 
a grass spikelet. In the neighbouring sketch two arrows have been misplaced but this 
printing error should be obvious to all. 

A special feature of the publication is the comprehensive list of common names for 
each species. For example, Cynodon dactylon has at least sixty! The compilation of these 
names must have entailed a great deal of research and the authors are to be congratulated on 
including names used overseas as well as in several African countries. 

The right-hand edges of pages 1 and 3 of each unit are panelled to show, in 
diagramatic form, the type of flowerhead, habit, habitat, soil and altitude range of each 
species and whether it is an annual or perennial species. A detailed key to the panels is 
provided. The authors hope that users of the book will be able to supply any missing data. 
This can then be incorporated in future editions. 

There are approximately | 000 grass species in Southern Africa which mean that rather 
less than a third have been described in detail. However, species with the widest 
distribution or greatest ecological importance have been included. The low percentage is 
therefore not as limiting to field workers as to taxonomists. The loose-leaf form of 
publication means new units can be added from time to time and this we trust the authors 
will do. 

The one obvious ommission is the provision of a key, however artificial, to the species 
described. Presumably workers will group the units according to flower head, habitat or 
genus and not according to the numbers allocated. But even so I visualise a great 
‘thumbing through’ of the three volumes to find a required species! 

This work is a timely contribution when our attention is once again drawn to the 
seriousness of our ‘vanishing grasslands”’ vide J. P. H. Acocks and the editorial in the June 
*76 issue of African Wildlife. It is vital in a country which is *‘80% veld that cannot be used 
for anything but grazing’ for botanists, ecologists and those who manage this veld to work 
together to become familiar with individual grass species. This they will be able to do, very 
adequately, for at least the 240 species described in this book. 

PAULINE FAIRALL 


